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Leadership and Membership over the Years

“Mr. Redfield’s interest in The Netherland-America Foundation
and in the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce in New York
was not prompted by any feeling of kinship with the Dutch.

I never heard him claim descent from one of the settlers in
New Amsterdam.  His hobby was not genealogy, but economics,

and the economic gospel that he believed in was Free Trade.
Commerce barriers and protective tariffs, his voice used to cry

in our tariff wilderness, were the main obstacles in the way
towards international amity and peace.  Good will towards

foreign nations, he felt, should be preached among Americans,
and in assisting the Netherlands Chamber and the Foundation
in their international endeavours he saw a means of promoting
good will towards one nation that had always adhered to Free
Trade and pleaded the cause of universal peace. ...In Holland,
therefore, Redfield recognized a country where his economic

beliefs were bound to meet with wholehearted response, and it
was this sense of spiritual kinship that prompted him to sponsor

the activities of both Chamber and Foundation.”

-- A.J. Barnouw, October 1932, 
on learning of the death of William Redfield,

founding member and  a president of The Netherland-America Foundation, 
and a former U.S. Secretary of Commerce
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A.J. BarnouwPallietering (September 1, 1924)

“Labor Day is at hand, and the toilers and plodders
and workers are returning to their accustomed
tasks.  It would be a good thing if they all came
back with the gratifying feeling of a well-spent
holiday.  For the spending of free time so that one
gets something in return for the outlay is not
everybody’s business.  Among the ever-increasing
number of subjects that are taught at American
colleges and universities might be included the art
of making good use of one’s leisure.  There is a vast
difference between relaxing and loafing, but great
is the number of those who believe them to be
identical.  He who relaxes does not cease to exert
himself, but finds relief from fatigue in changing
to a less strenuous and, for the time being, more
pleasant occupation.  ...The loafer, on the other
hand gets stuck fast in the mud of his laziness,
and will be unable to move at the summons to
return to work...

“...let me recommend to you a book that can be
used as a home-study course [in the art of re l a x a t i o n ] .
Its title is Pallieter...pallieter has been added to the
vocabulary of Dutch Belgium and Holland and...is
used to indicate and describe “that healthy sentiment
which in the days before the war we used to call
the joy of living.”

Wie is dat (November 1931)
“In the Monthly Letter for May 1924, I
lamented the lack of a Dutch W h o ’s Who.
England and America possessed books
of this kind in great variety.  Germany
had its Wer ist’s, and France its Qui est ce,
Switzerland, Ireland, the Scandinavian
countries had their concise encyclope-
dias of contemporary biography.
Holland made an exception, and was
apparently proud of her uniqueness
in this respect.  The fault, I explained,
lay not with the publishers, but with
the men and women who, by con-
tributing their miniature biographies,
must be the collective authors of the
volume.  Publicity is a state of expo-
sure that the Hollander shuns rather
than seeks, and he finds something
indecent and impertinent in the
request of a publisher that he should
write his own life story according to
recipe.  During the past 10 years
Holland’s active participation in
various international movements for
peace and disarmament has brought
many Dutchmen of light and leading
into European prominence, and this
has resulted in a growing demand
from abroad for a Dutch Wie is dat.” 



May 23, 1922

1940s

1932

A letter from R. Ethel Ingram, assistant secretary,
to a member on October 25, 1932:

“We have suffered a tremendous loss of income
as you may imagine -- not only because of the 

“depression,” but because of the death of a 
great many of our prominent members, 

Mr. Redfield, Dr. Kunz, Mr. Scribner,
Dr. Stetson, Mr. Van Rees -- all these dying 

within a few months.  It is almost impossible 
to secure new  members now, as I am sure you 

realize, but I do hope we can hold on.”

1938

S ince October 1922, the
Foundation has had a
Dutch counterpart in th e

N e d e r l a n d s c h - A m e r i k a a n s c h e
Fundatie at The Hague. 

...Dutch students, supplied
with scholarships by the Fundatie,
were given aid and introductions
by our New York office.  T h e
Foundation arranged dinners
and receptions in honor of
prominent Hollanders who
passed through New York.
Exhibitions of Dutch art were
held under the auspices o f the
Foundation, lectures were given
to the members and their guests
on Holland and the Dutch East
Indies, and in Holland, similar
activities, under the auspices of
the Fundatie, spread knowledge
of America’s cultural achieve-
ment and created good will
towards this country among the
Dutch.  In 1936, the Foundation
took the initiative for a commem-
oration of Erasmus, on the four
hundredth anniversary of his
death...Under the leadership of
the Board of Directors the Foundation
entered upon better days, and
now that Mrs. McKee Stone, 
who is an expert at organizing --
the dinner for Princess Juliana
brought proof of it -- has taken
c h a rge as National Director, the
future looks bright and rich in
promise.  Nothing succeeds like
success, says the proverb.  Having
witnessed the brilliant success that
Mrs. Stone made of the banquet at
the Waldorf-Astoria, our members
can feel sure that she will succeed
in her further eff o r t s to strengthen
and expand The N e t h e r l a n d -
America Foundation.”

-- A.J. Barnouw,
Monthly Letter,
February 1944
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Harold de Wolf Fuller

First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt presented
Her Royal Highness

Princess Juliana with
the first annual award

of The Netherland-
America Foundation

at a dinner at 
The Waldorf-Astoria
on January 10, 1944.

With them are
(l) Thomas J. Watson,

president of the
Foundation and IBM,
and Dr. Joseph R Sizoo

of Collegiate Churc h .

A new life was born to the
House of Orange on
Tue s d a y, January 19, a new

life is giving fresh inspiration to
the people of the Netherlands.
The news of the birth of Princess
Margriet Francisca [in Ottawa]
must have fallen like a ray of light in
the darkness of their imprisonment.
The little one saw the light of day
far from the country which, for
three hundred years, has been the
native land of her ancestors. Yet
she was not born in exile. ...all who
are Dutch at heart will testify that
this child was born within the
protective love of the Netherlands
people.”

-- A. J. Barnouw,
Monthly Letter,

January 1943



Peter Grimm
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At the first Peter Stuyvesant Ball, 1981:
The Hon. Peter van Vollenhoven, HRH
Princess Margriet, J. Sinclair Armstro n g
for St. Mark’s Churc h - i n - t h e - B o w e r y, and,
for the Dutch-American West India Company
Foundation, Arnold van der Ven of AMRO
Bank and Bart van Tongeren of Elsevier.

The Origin of the 
Peter Stuyvesant Ball 

In 1978, The Netherland Club of
New York threw a 75th a n n i v e r-
sary ball at The Wa l d o r f -Astoria,
leading then Dutch Consul General
Leopold Quarles van Ufford to
suggest that the Dutch commu-
nity have such parties with some
regularity to help promote Dutch
businesses in America.

In the mid-1970s, fire had
badly d amaged a bui lding
precious to the Dutch-American
exp erience, ju st  as  a major
restoration was being completed:
the Dutch West India House in
A m s t e rdam.  The House’s board
a p p roached a group in New Yo r k
for help.  Then, in July 1978,
f i re s t ruck New York’s own St.
M a r k ’ s Church-in-the-Bowery,
w h e re Peter Stuyvesant is buried. 

Johannes van de Pol suggested
a fundr aiser be or gani zed to
help both restor ati ons. He
approached Eddy Florijn, then
the manager of the newly opened
Vista International Hotel at the Wo r l d
F i n a n c i a l Center (later to become
the Marriott, which has been closed
since September 11, 2001).  Florijn
gave the group use of the hotel’s
N i e u w A m s t e rdam Ballroom a t
cost, and the 1981 event was
dubbed The Peter Stuyvesant Ball. 

The first five Balls, held at the
Vista,  supp o r t e d various Dutch-
American c h a r i t i e s . With the 1990
merger of The Netherlands-
America Community A s s o c i a t i o n
and The Dutch-American We s t
India Company Foundation, Inc.,
into The Netherla nd-Amer ica
Fou ndation, The NAF beca me
the beneficiar y of the Ball  
beginning that year.

Dormancy and Revival
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“I first came to the United States
from the Netherlands on a
Fulbright, and it changed my
life.  Some other emigres came
here after World War II to
build new lives.  America has
been good to many of us who
have built families and careers
here.  The NAF gives us a
chance to give something back 
-- and a chance to help the next
generation of artists and 
scholars who will build the
bridges between our two
cultures for the next 80 years.”

-- Lane C. Grijns, Chairman
The Netherland-America
Foundation, (1999-       )

“. . .to stre n g t h e n
and maintain

the special ties
between the
Netherlands

and the 
United States. . .”

Oce NV



“That spirit of tolerance and interracial goodwill is the inheritance that
New York  owes to its Dutch past.  And if that spirit still prevails, it is due
to the city’s devotion to international commerce, which broadens the
minds of those who engage in it.  For it brings the merchant into contact
with foreign peoples and teaches h im to
cultivate their friendship. It is not an accident 
that the founder of international law was 
a native of Holland. Hugo Grotius c o u l d
not have conceived his vision of an international
rule of law in a country that had no commercial
contacts with the outside world.  The closing years
of Pe ter S t u y v e s a n t afford an instance of t h e
truism that knowledge engenders forebearance
and peace.  The fiery old man must have cursed
Colonel Nicholls with all the wealth of expression 
of which he was master, when he was forced to
s u r render his town to the Engl ish  commander.
But when he was living in retirement on his bouwerie, and the colonel
had command in the fort, the two became fast friends.  I love to picture
the old fire-eater stumping applause with his wooden leg on the tiled
floor while listening to the colonel’s stories and shaking hands over a
stoup of beer with his former enemy, the Englishman.”

-- A.J. Barnouw, May 1938

The Netherland-America Foundation Award

On the occasion of its 80th anniversary, The Netherland-America Foundation is
giving its namesake award to Her Royal Highness Princess Margriet and the
Honorable Pieter van Vollenhoven, patrons of the Foundation, for a lifetime of
service advancing the cause of Dutch-American friendship.

It was given initially to HRH Princess Margriet’s mother, then Her Royal Highness
Princess Juliana, in 1944, and subsequently to Thomas J. Watson, Adriaan J. Barnouw
(December 1947), former Dutch Consul General Leopold Quarles van Uff o rd (in the
1980s) and to Maarten van Hengel, a chairman of The NAF, in the 1990s.

The award, a statuette of Peter Stuyvesant, was designed by Hans Bayens (b. 1924),
the sculptor renowned for the large bronze bust of the author Multatuli in A m s t e rd a m .
The Stuyvesant statuette was recast this year in bronze in the Netherlands.
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